THE  RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

and contention amongst diverse and sundry his loving subjects;
as for and concerning the ceremonies of holy bread, holy water,
procession, kneeling and creeping ON GOOD FRIDAY TO the
cross and Easter day, setting up of lights before the Corpus
Christi, bearing of Candles upon the day of the purification of
our Lady, ceremonies used at the purification of women delivered
of child, and offering of their crysomes, keeping of the four offer-
ing days, payment of tithes according to the old customs of the
realm, and all other such like LAUDABLE ceremonies hereto-
fore used in the church of England which as yet be not abolished
nor taken away by the King's Highness: His Majesty, for
avoiding such contentions and the occasions of the same amongst
his loving subjects, doth straightly charge and command all and
singular his subjects and other residents within this his realm,
that they and every of them shall observe and keep all and
singular the ceremonies before specified, and all other such like
ceremonies heretofore used and accustomed in this realm and not
abrogated nor. abolished by his Highness nor by his laws or
authority royal; so as they shall use and observe the same without
superstition and esteem then for good and laudable ceremonies,
tokens and signs, to put us in remembrance of things of high
perfection and none otherwise, and not to repose any trust of
salvation in them but take them for good instructions until such
time as his Majesty do change or abrogate any of them, as his
Highness upon REASONABLE considerations and respects/ if
it shall hereafter seem to his most excellent wisdom so to be
convenient and expedient for the quietness of his people and
the advancement of his common wealth, BOTH MAY AND
INTENDETH TO DO.

Finally, his Majesty understanding that a few number of this
his realm being priests, as well religious as other, have taken wives
and married themselves contrary TO THE WHOLESOME
MONITIONS OF SAINT PAUL AD THIMOTHEUM, AD
TITUM AND AD CORINTHEOS, BOTH FIRST AND
SECOND, AND CONTRARY ALSO TO THE OPINIONS
OF MANY OF THE OLD FATHERS AND EXPOSITERS
OF SCRIPTURE, NOT ESTEEMING ALSO THE avow and
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